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movement of the lower jaw. In the process of digestion
it plays the important part of chewing, or mechanically
dividing the food; in speech it is also of importance, its
action being first to remove the floor of the cavity of the
mouth from the roof, and then to bring them together
again, or, in other words, to regulate the size of the
orifice of the cavity of the mouth.

A second mechanical movement is that of the lips,
which regulates the form of the orifice of the mouth. It
assists in the digestive process by receiving the food into
the mouth; in speech it gives a different form to the
orifice of the mouth, thus exercising an important in-
fluence upon the production of articulate sounds.

A third mechanical movement is that of the soft
palate. The soft palate comes into play in that part of
the process of digestion which consists in the act of
swallowing; in speech it regulates the degree to which
the nasal cavity is shut off from the cavity of the mouth,
and, therefore, the strength of the current which is
diverted into the cavity of the mouth. With the action
of the soft palate is connected the mechanism of the
constrictor of the pharynx.

The fourth mechanical movement is that of that
complex bundle of muscles lying upon the floor of the
cavity of the mouth, which is called the tongue. In the
process of digestion it is called into play in the reception
of the food, in mastication and in the act of swallowing;
in speech it has the power of altering the shape of the
inner cavity of the mouth in such a variety of ways that
it has the greatest influence upon the creation of certain
articulate sounds.